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WIRELESS HILL PARK, ARDROSS - SUBMISSION NO 17 - EXCISION FROM A-CLASS RESERVE 
29813 

Motion for Disallowance 
HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.27 pm]:  I move -  

That submission No 17 of 2003 - excision from class A reserve 29813, Wireless Hill Park, Ardross - 
tabled in the Legislative Council on 11 September 2003 under section 42(4)(a) of the Land 
Administration Act 1997, be and is hereby disallowed. 

The excision submission refers to the A-class reserve at Wireless Hill Park in Ardross that is set apart for the 
purpose of public open space and recreation and managed by the City of Melville.  Submission No 17 by the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure placed on the Table of the House on 11 September states - 

There are four heritage listed dwellings situated on the reserve which are utilised for residential and 
community purposes.  This use is inconsistent with the purpose and zoning of the reserve.  The land is 
zoned ‘Parks and Recreation’ under the City of Melville Community Planning Scheme and ‘Regional 
Reservation’ under the Metropolitan Region Scheme.   

The minister further stated -  

The City of Melville has requested the excision of the dwellings and the access road to the site pursuant 
to section 42(4)(a) of the Land Administration Act 1997 (LAA).  The site has been defined as Lot 14760 
on Deposited Plan 34740 . . . and compromises an area of 6091 square metres.   

The current proposal is to create four single residential lots to provide Certificates of Title for the 
existing residences.  It is intended to restrict redevelopment and/or subdivision by placing a memorial 
on each Certificate of Title.  An amendment to the Metropolitan Region Scheme and the City of 
Melville Community Planning Scheme will also be required to provide controls on future 
redevelopment and/or subdivision. 

The existing Heritage Orders will remain in order to preserve the unique character of the residences and 
heritage agreements will be prepared with any sale or lease documents.  Access to the residences is 
considered adequate and there are no plans to provide additional accessways. 

This proposal was advertised in the West Australian newspaper on 16 June 2003 pursuant to section 
42(5) . . .  A copy of the advertisement is attached . . .  

This issue has raised a lot of interest in the area that I represent, particularly among residents around Ardross.  
This afternoon I would like to briefly describe the history of Wireless Hill and why the Opposition believes this 
excision should not happen.  That is the reason I have moved this motion to disallow the excision from the 
reserve for the purposes stated by the minister.   

Most people will be aware of the significance of Wireless Hill, but I would like to place on the record some 
remarks by a number of people who have either written to me or contacted me about this issue.  In doing that and 
quoting from various letters, I would like to mount a case to the Parliament this afternoon that the importance of 
preserving the history and heritage of this significant site and the integrity of the whole site is of much pre-
eminence to people who live in the region and others in Western Australia, and Australia-wide, in fact.  It is the 
uniqueness of the site that has caused so much interest in this motion.  At this time I would like to commend the 
community people who have become involved for their interest in and commitment to heritage and the historical 
aspects of this site, and at a later stage I will name some of those people. 
From a historic and heritage viewpoint, the four heritage-listed houses in Hickey Street are an integral part of the 
former Applecross wireless station - sometimes known as the Perth wireless station - which played an enormous 
role in linking Western Australia to the rest of the world.  Briefly, the history is that in September 1911 the land 
for the wireless station site was purchased by the federal Government, and construction of the wireless station 
commenced.  Once commissioned, the facility provided important all-weather radio communications with the 
outside world.  The wireless station was the Western Australian component of a network of five main radio 
communication stations across Australia that participated in international, national, statewide and regional radio 
communications and broadcasting.  It is important to note that of the original wireless stations across Australia, 
only the Applecross wireless station still remains in its original form.   
Accommodation for the staff who worked at the Applecross wireless station was provided by the Government at 
the bottom of the hill in Hickey Street.  In June 1912, two of the residences and the single men’s quarters, or 
barracks, were completed, and construction of the third and last residence, the one nearest Canning Highway, 
commenced in July 1912.  The three residences housed the officer in charge, the principal fitter and the 
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telegraphist.  At the time, only those staff were allowed to be married, and the rest of the staff were housed in the 
single men’s quarters.  During the 1930s, because the residences on Hickey Street housed the radio staff, the 
street was often referred to as Radio Drive.  The four Hickey Street houses were located away from the main 
radio buildings and mast aerial, which were at the top of the hill, following advice from the chief electrical 
engineer in July 1911.  He recommended that they be built away from the counterpoise, which is a network of 
thousands of lengths of copper wire laid just under the surface of the ground to improve the conductivity of the 
earth and to provide a better ground plan for the radio aerial.   

The station was used continuously between 1912 and 1967 by the postmaster general’s department as the main 
coastal radio communication centre for the State.  In 1926 it became a feeder station for international radiograms 
and from 1943 it was used as an alternative station for international short-wave radio messages.  It also played a 
significant part in the First World War and the Second World War, providing vital military communications.   

As I said, I want to refer to a number of letters and information that I have been given but time does not allow 
me to do all of that.  However, it is significant that I should quote from a letter that was sent to me from Mr 
Bruce James, the immediate past president of the Engineering Heritage Panel of the Western Australian division 
of Engineers Australia.  In his letter he has raised a number of concerns about the proposal to excise those four 
heritage-listed houses from the Wireless Hill site.  His first concern is the history, which I have briefly outlined.  
In his letter he has written about Marconi in detail and states - 

Guglielmo MARCONI, Italian physicist, the inventor of a practical system of communicating 
intelligence without the use of connecting wires between sending and receiving points, was born in 
Bologna, Italy, on 25th April 1874, the son of an Italian country gentleman who had married the 
daughter of Andrew Jameson of County Wexford . . .  
In 1894, Marconi began experimenting at his father’s estate in Pontecchio, near Bologna, using 
comparatively crude apparatus; an induction coil with a spark discharger controlled by a Morse tapping 
key at the sending end and a simple filings coherer at the receiver.   
As he received little encouragement to continue his experiments in Italy, he was advised . . . to go to 
England; and in February 1896 he arrived in London and met William Preece, Engineer-in-Chief of the 
Post Office, who offered him every assistance and encouragement. 
In 1912 he introduced the time-spark system of generating pseudocontinuous waves in place of the 
damped trains of waves produced by the older spark transmitters.  This effected a considerable 
improvement in the selectivity of transmission and reception with a further gain in efficiency.  This 
system was used for several years at many important long distance stations; and by its means Marconi 
sent the first message ever transmitted by wireless from England to Australia, in September 1918.   

That emphasises the uniqueness of the Wireless Hill site and its relevance and connection to Marconi, who 
invented the radio, and to the first radio contact across Australia.  Mr Bruce James sets out in great detail the 
history of radio stations in Australia when tenders were called for two special transmitters - one in Sydney and 
one in Perth - that would enable radio messages to be sent directly across the continent for the first time.  The 
letter further states - 

Pennant Hills in North Sydney and Applecross in Perth were the two selected sites and came into 
operation in 1912, just 18 years after Marconi started his first experiment in Italy.   

He also enabled the first radio contact to be made with Indian Ocean shipping.  The letter further states - 

The opening of the Perth Wireless Station also enabled direct contact to be made with a large amount of 
shipping in the Indian Ocean for the first time, covering maritime safety and weather forecasting among 
its many uses.  

Its position during World War I also makes it quite important and unique.  Bruce James continues - 

During World War One, this Wireless Station was taken over by the Navy and used in a very important 
aspect for the defence of the western part of the continent.  After peace was declared, the site was 
transferred back to its original civilian use.   

It was also used during World War II and used again by the Navy on military defence matters.  The important 
thing about the uniqueness of Wireless Hill is that Pennant Hills wireless station in Sydney has now gone.  In the 
1960s there was a change of requirement for this type of radio transmission in Sydney and the Pennant Hills site 
was closed down.  The complete land area was sold for urban development.  Nothing remains today to indicate 
the very important role it played over such a long period starting some nine decades ago.  In fact, as Mr Bruce 
James pointed out, the Wireless Hill site is a worldwide rarity.  He says further - 

And so we find that the Applecross Wireless Hill is the only remaining site of this nature, complete with 
both technical and residential buildings, mast faces etc but without its original mast, and transmitting 
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and receiving equipment.  It therefore has now acquired a high degree of rarity and has become an 
ICON in the world of engineering heritage.  

Under the heading “Uniqueness” it reads - 

As the only remaining complete site of this age in Australia, this whole site is indeed UNIQUE for this 
age and type of radio communication.  

As did others, Mr James mentioned that it has heritage listing on five Australian heritage lists - the Register of 
the National Estate compiled by the Australian Heritage Commission, the list of the National Trust of Australia, 
the City of Melville municipal nventory, the list of the Heritage Council of WA, and with a Historic Engineering 
Marker plaque of Engineers Australia.  That is an interesting list.  I have received a letter also from Tony 
Moulds, the chairman of the Engineering Heritage Panel, who refers to the Australian historic engineering 
plaquing program to identify, document and place a bronze plaque on sites of significant engineering heritage in 
Australia that have contributed in an important manner to the development of our nation and to the development 
of engineering technology.  
He cites other Western Australian engineering sites that have been plaqued by the institution - Coolgardie 
goldmines water supply scheme, the Princess Royal Battery and Magazine at Albany, Fremantle harbour, the 
Rottnest Island lighthouse and signal station, Canning Dam, the Narrows Bridge, east-west telegraph, 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder mines and the Trans-Australian railway.  The engineering heritage plaquing program was 
developed to identify and designate historic engineering works, mark these works with a plaque by agreement of 
interested parties, increase public understanding and appreciation of the social environmental elements of 
engineering works and their impact on the development of Australia, and promote their conservation by drawing 
attention to the works.  

This contributes to the uniqueness of this iconic piece of land that is sought to be preserved by local people, 
engineers, historians and local residents who have a desire to build heritage activities around this site.  I pay 
tribute to two people in particular, Josephine Stone and Barbara Smedley, who were responsible for preparing a 
petition containing 3 000 signatures, which I tabled in the Parliament earlier this year.  They have led a very 
thorough and robust debate in the community.  The significance of the site is now recognised and appreciated by 
many more people. 
Bruce James made a number of important points in his letter but I will remind the House of his comment about 
the commitment made by previous leaders to all Australians to keep all of the park for public open space and 
recreation.  He stated - 

Please consider the future generations of Australians who will day-by-day continue to have a growing 
value of the wholeness of the site. 

The people who have been lobbying have made it very clear that they wish to maintain the integrity of the whole 
site.   
The issues surrounding the site are complex and are tied with some of the history of the Heathcote agreement.  In 
respect of that, the State Government agreed with the City of Melville to sell some of the lower Heathcote land, 
which is B-class land.  The excision motion is to take land from an A-class reserve and save B-class land in its 
place. 
Hon Ken Travers:  Are you saying that the lower Heathcote land is B-class? 
Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I understand that it is. 
Hon Ken Travers:  That is okay; I just wanted it on the record. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  That is what I am saying. 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  It may be C-class; it is certainly not A-class reserve.  If I can find that point in the 
letter from Josephine Stone, I will verify that. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Essentially, it is not of equal importance. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Not in the view of the local residents. 

As put to me by Josephine Stone the proposal will set a dangerous precedent for future Governments to emulate 
when faced with financial difficulties in repaying a debt and will thus expose other class A reserves or historical 
sites to a similar corruption of their integrity.  It will deprive the public of its current ownership of this heritage-
listed land.  In respect of any proposed restrictive covenants, the site will be placed at serious risk of future 
subdivision and development out of keeping with its historical and cultural significance.  The local community 
will be deprived of the opportunity to maximise the profile of the historic park by reinstating the original entry 
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from the Swan River and Canning Highway, especially considering the site is located on a major arterial road.  
The community will be deprived of the opportunity to restore the cottages to their original condition so they can 
truly reflect the ambience of a time long past.  If that were done, they would reinforce the cultural and symbiotic 
relationship with the wireless station on the crest of the hill.  The impact of the proposal by the minister will 
seriously undermine the historical significance of the workers cottages, which are linked with the 24-hour 
operation of the wireless station.  The cottages were used by the workers manning the station.  It was a vital 
function considering there was no other suitable accommodation available locally at the time.  The cottages were 
built by the Commonwealth Government solely due to the necessity for the operators to be on 24-hour 
emergency call.  The proposal will threaten the historical and cultural integrity of the entire Wireless Hill Park 
site, since the village is an intrinsic part of a unique historical reserve of local, state, national and international 
significance.  It will deprive the community of the opportunity to develop Spark Gap Close for pedestrian and 
cyclist access to the park by way of the original entry.  As I said, much can be said about this, but I want to 
quickly suggest that the Opposition - 

Hon Ken Travers:  If you have other information you want to put before the House, I do not think we will 
complete this matter today. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Okay.  I cannot stress strongly enough the uniqueness of this area, its iconic 
relevance to the engineering history of this State and of Australia, and the significant part it has played in the 
development of radio communication throughout the world.  It is important that the residences are kept as part of 
this park so that the integrity of the site is maintained, just as a number of our coastal lighthouses have been 
maintained.  The original residences housing the operators of the steam pumping stations along the goldfields 
water supply pipeline were also a key segment of the overall project.  Unfortunately, few of these are still in 
evidence to assist in understanding the previous pumping station communities and in interpreting those sites for 
future generations.  I grew up in rural Western Australia near No 4 pumping station, and I well remember 
competing in interschool sporting competitions and whatever with children from No 4 pumping station.  It had 
quite a significant little population with lovely little houses.  This is a sad reflection on the way we recognise and 
retain historical and heritage links with those small townships - I understand there were seven pumping stations.  
Each was a unique settlement, as my colleague Hon Jim Scott would remember well.  Mr Tony Moulds, 
Chairman of the Engineering Heritage Panel, stated -  

Looking to the future, we firmly believe that Wireless Hill Park could well become one of the major 
museums of communications in Australia and, as such, become an important tourist and educational 
attraction.  When this happens, as it has in other parts of the world, these four radio operators’ buildings 
would provide a very important segment in the overall concept.  To remove them at this stage from the 
Park precinct would show a serious lack of responsible planning for the future.  Each building could 
well become the home of a specialised segment of a future museum of the development of 
communications and would be valued and conserved.  In the meantime, they would remain and serve as 
residences or headquarters for various community organisations in Perth. 

He concluded -  
PLEASE SUPPORT NOT ONLY WE ENGINEERS, BUT ALSO THE FUTURE GENERATIONS OF 
AUSTRALIANS WHO WILL VALUE THEIR COMMUNICATIONS MUSEUM IN ITS WONDERFUL 
PARKLAND SETTING, BY OPPOSING ANY PROPOSAL TO EXCISE THESE FOUR RESIDENCES AND 
THEIR SERVICE ROAD FROM THE OVERALL WIRELESS HILL PARK. 

I have referred briefly already to the past leaders who have urged us to keep this site in its entirety.  In the mid 
1960s Sir David Brand and the then Prime Minister Harold Holt made a public statement supporting this site.  
Past civic and state leaders fought long and hard to retain the entire Wireless Hill site for posterity.  The original 
negotiations between the Prime Minister and the Western Australian Premier were based on the concept that 
possible financial profit should not be the determining factor, but that public good should be given prime 
consideration.  That is where I would like to finalise my comments on this matter.  Unless we value our heritage 
and our history, we do not serve our future generations.  It is in the public good to keep this park in its entirety, 
and I urge members to support the disallowance I have moved. 

I wish to clarify a document I was quoting from earlier.  I have some notes from Barbara Smedley which state 
that the Government has not mentioned the sale of Heathcote in its reasons for wanting to excise this land.  It has 
said that it needs to excise this land because it is in contravention of the requirements of a class A reserve and the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act, because the Melville City Council leases four of the cottages to private 
individuals.  Her comment was that the Government intends to sell A-class reserve land to pay for C-class 
reserve land, and she does not believe that that is valid.   

I will finish my remarks by urging the Chamber to support the disallowance motion.   
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HON JIM SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.58 pm]:  I support this motion.  The Chamber obviously will not 
complete this debate tonight, but I am very pleased that Hon Barbara Scott and the Liberal Party have put this 
motion.  I was concerned earlier, when the discussion was going on at community level, that there was some 
debate within the Liberal Party about whether to support the disallowance.   

Hon Barry House:  We are the party of commonsense and reason.  

Hon JIM SCOTT:  It is quite reasonable to have some debate within the party; I did not say it was a bad thing.  I 
just did not know whether the Liberal Party intended to support the disallowance.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  How would you know what we were planning to do?  

Hon JIM SCOTT:  I know because some of the Liberal Party members told me.  They were more honest than 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson.  That is a very easy answer.  I have had some concerns as a result of the remarks of Hon 
Barbara Scott and the interjections of Hon Simon O’Brien in relation to the area of land at Heathcote.  Many of 
us know that the Government and the chief executive officer of the City of Melville are striving to find areas of 
land around Melville that can be used to make up for the loss of funding at Heathcote.  A sum of $10 million 
must be made up somehow from this land.  Every little bit of reserve around Melville has been scoured and 
debated with the community to find this $10 million worth of land.  It is a bad basis for planning to make 
Treasury happy by just giving it a lump of money for a piece of land.   

Hon Ken Travers:  I hope you make it clear whose Bill it was and who previously set it up. 

Hon JIM SCOTT:  Yes, it was the previous Government’s.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


